
2020 was the Erie County Community Foundation’s 25th anniversary, and we didn’t quite get to celebrate 
the way we wanted to — with big impact grants, celebration, and creative ways to support our non-profit 
community. So alas, the Dorn Foundation generously extended their Challenge Grant to the end of 2021. 
The Challenge Grant offers a match for non-profits who start or grow their endowment at the Erie County 
Community Foundation. 

How does the matching challenge work?
 - 1-1 match, up to $5,000, for new non-profits starting an endowment fund.
 - 1-2 match, up to $5,000, for non-profits with an existing endowment fund.

What is an endowment?
 - An endowment is an ongoing stream of income to help prepare for and offset future expenditures.
 - Unlike a donation that can be used only once, endowment dollars are invested and grow. The 
  earnings can be withdrawn for the benefit of your organization.*
 - It is a permanent vessel, allowing the organization to fulfill its mission for years to come.

How does an endowment benefit your organization?
 - An endowment offers an additional channel of income for the organization, by creating an ongoing 
  pipeline that the organization can rely on year to year.
 - It creates a sense of stability through financial hardships and leadership changes. An endowment is a 
  gift to the future of your organization.
 - Endowments encourage donations. It offers the promise that their donation will continue to serve 
  their values, passions, and favorite causes. 
 - The Erie County Community Foundation can easily accept gifts of stock and real estate. Practically 
  anything that has value can potentially be donated to help build your endowment.
 - Dollars are flexible. Organizations can use the distribution from the endowment for anything the 
  organization needs. Examples include: payroll and operations, technology upgrades, professional 
  development, new initiatives, etc.

Deadline: December 31, 2021 

This is a great opportunity to take advantage of resources in our community. For more information  
or to participate in the Dorn Foundation Challenge Grant, please contact McKenzie Spriggs at  
mckenzies@eriefoundation.org // 419.627.9690

* The Foundation currently offers a 4% annual distribution on the endowment fund.

Last chance for the Dorn Foundation Challenge Grant!


